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I have been working in the biocuration field since 2005 when I joined the Protein Information Resource (PIR)
as a senior scientist. The focus of my research has closely aligned with the stated ISB primary goals, namely
the “accurate and comprehensive representation of biological knowledge, as well as easy access to this data
for working scientists and a basis for computational analysis”, via active participation in several international
consortium projects that aim at reaching these goals, including UniProt, Protein Ontology and BioCreative. I
have extensive experience in organizing conferences (Co-organized BioCreative since 2010, and Protein
Ontology Annual Meetings 2007-2010). I have also been involved in multiple scientific program committees,
including the ISB, plus experience in writing successful proposals for conference funding. I have cast a wide
network of collaborators that expands beyond the biocuration field, and includes text mining, pharma,
research, and publishing houses, where I have been strongly advocating for biocuration. To foster
connections with user communities to ensure that databases and accompanying tools meet specific user
needs, I have been working on bringing together the text mining and biocuration communities via the
BioCreative interactive task. For this activity, biocurators participate to test text mining systems that are
relevant to their curation task, so they are exposed to state-of-the-art tools, interact with their developers,
provide direct feedback and potentially can become future adopters. One of my highest interests involves
training the next generation of biocurators, and promoting community curation. I have included biocuration
activities as part of the curriculum in graduate level bioinformatics courses and organizing multiple
workshops which included community annotation (skate genome annotation project, and PRO workshops).
I would also like to highlight my commitment and enthusiasm towards the society throughout these years. I
have attended and actively participated in six of the eight ISB meetings so far: presenting posters, giving oral
presentations in mains sessions, co-chairing sessions, organizing workshops, participating in working groups
(current part of the “money for biocuration” working group), and as part of the scientific committee.
I would like to see the ISB grow, to continue to educate the research community and the funding agencies so
biocuration can be appreciated and sustainable. I enthusiastically support the ISB mission and I would do my
best to significantly contribute to the ISB Executive Committee if elected.
What can I bring to ISB?
•
•
•
•
•

Bridging biocuration and text mining communities
Extensive experience in conference organization and on scientific program committees
Experience in conference grant
Engagement, outreach to and collaboration with the user community
Network of collaborators encompassing biocuration, text mining, pharma, research and publishing

•

My enthusiasm, hard work and smile!
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